
 
 

 
 
June 7, 2014 
 
Honorable Mayor Rothschild and City Council 
255 W Alameda St 
Tucson, AZ 85701  
 
RE: Restriping of Main Ave between St. Mary’s and Speedway 
 
Dear Mayor Rothschild and Council – 
 
Several years ago the Dunbar/Spring Neighborhood had discussions and ultimately an agreement 
with the City of Tucson that Main Ave between Speedway and St. Mary’s should be restriped to one 
lane of automobile traffic in each directions. The City indicated that funding was the only hold up to 
this change, but years have passed and we would like to remind the City of the project. The 
cost/benefit for proposed changes would be favorable. We would like to propose more specific 
changes that, for the most part, would only entail repainting the asphalt surface. 
 
Granada Ave into downtown as well as the portion of Main south of the Union Pacific railroad 
tracks has already been restriped to one lane. The intersection of Speedway and Main has been 
reworked to guide southbound traffic onto eastbound Speedway with a double left turn lane. Now 
with the west portion of Downtown Links complete, we believe the time is right to finish these plans 
and to extend better traffic management up Main to Speedway. 
 
Main Ave is in need of a “road diet”. 
 
Traffic counts are very low at around 11,000 per day, extremely low for a 56-foot wide, 5-lane 
roadway. The current arrangement causes multiple issues and is an unnecessary waste of precious 
space resources. The issues include dangerous speeding (this led to a fatal accident six years ago), 
difficult crossing conditions for pedestrians, and dangerous conditions for bicyclists, as well as an 
urban dead zone often associated with fast moving car travel-ways. 
 
There are multiple reasons to restripe this stretch in a more pedestrian and bicycle friendly manner. 
Very high volumes of bicyclists heading west on University Blvd arrive at Main with no easy and 
safe place to continue their journey. St. Mary’s is a primary bicycle corridor to the west side of the 
freeway/river and should have a safe and easy connection to eastbound University Blvd, one of 
Tucson’s primary bicycle routes. A new (the first for Tucson) protected bike lane on St. Mary’s, as 
well as the El Paso And Southwestern Greenway, will likely increase bicycle traffic in the area, 
which begs for a good connection to University Blvd. 
 
There is a lot of pedestrian activity along and crossing Main with Davis School, several churches, 
well-used Estevan Park, and a new Salvation Army Hospitality House at Main and 1st St. 
Also more parking, less pass-through traffic, and more foot/bicycle traffic could increase business 



 
 

opportunities for commercial zones along this section of Main Ave. 
 
We support the following changes: 
 

• Reduce automobile travel to one travel lane in either direction. 
• Remove the center turn lane, so that pedestrians and bicyclists must only cross two lanes of 

traffic (low traffic and little left turn traffic make this lane unnecessary, and it cues drivers to 
speed and pay less attention to their surroundings). 

• Preferably, create a separated bike path with both directions of travel on one side of Main, 
separated from automobiles by protective barriers or parked cars. We would also consider 
bike lanes on either side of Main, separated from automobiles by protective barriers or 
parked cars. 

• Create parallel or angled parking along one side of Main Ave, which can also serve as a 
physical barrier for bike path(s). 

• Stripe pedestrian crossings across Main at 1st St for access to Estevan Park, and at University. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sky Jacobs 
President, Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association 
 
CC: 
 

• Daryl Cole, Director, Department of Transportation 
• Citizens Advisory Committee on Downtown Links 
• Ann Chanecka, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program Coordinator, City of Tucson 

 

 
Main Ave at 1st St on Friday evening at 5pm on May 23rd, 2014. 



 
 

 
Example of possibilities for enhanced surface restriping (note ~23 feet available for parking, turn 
lane, or other amenities) 


