Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association

April 17, 2006

I.  Introductions, President’s report and Elections

    * Parliamentarian read election rules

    * Election results:  Jim Cook, president, 23-0; Mike White, vice president, 24-0; Karen Greene, secretary, 24-0; Larry George, treasurer, 24-0, 2 abstained; Barbara Bixby, parliamentarian, 25-0, 1 abstained

    * Motion to approve March minutes passed 20-0.

    * Safety survey results – trying to get more responses and will present at May meeting.  Mike White still trying to arrange bike etching.

II.  Community Art Project at 9th Ave and University traffic circle –

    * PRO Neighborhoods grant funded project to build community and create a public art project.  The idea for this project stems from a Portland, OR project called City Repair where residents take back the intersections as public gathering spaces.  There are over 25 similar-type projects across the nation based on this model.  This will be the first project located in Tucson. 

          o We are working with mural artist Leah Maas who created final design.  Previous neighborhood workshops brainstormed ideas based on native plants in surround area.  The final design is inviting so everyone in the neighborhood can participate, not matter what level of artistic ability.  Over 80% of the residents living in a one block radius of the project approve of the project and the design.  The design is of a prickly pear cactus through the seasons (with fruit and flowers) and will extend on the pavement 24 feet out from the traffic circle. 

          o We will be using traffic paint and the long term strategy for maintaining is to hold a block party every few years for touch up work.  The cost of the paint is covered in the grant, using environmentally friendly paint. 

          o Ward 1 office will help with tables, chairs and water for Block/Painting party scheduled Sat. May 6th from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.  The intersection at 9th Ave and University will be barricaded during those hours.

      Motion to approve art design and community art project passed 25-0.

    * Paul Buckwalter is doing community service to “pay off” his recent parking ticket.  His service will be to educate the Dunbar Spring neighborhood about parking, what’s legal and not.  He will also be working with ParkWise to discuss ticketing issues.  Ward 1 office indicated ParkWise did receive several parking complaints (at least 2 calls) which were initiated from people in the neighborhood.  Contact Paul if you would like to add your concerns about this issue.

    * One West development – There will be a meeting Monday April 24th at 6:00 at 705 N. 7th Ave to continue the discussions about affordable housing and this development.  The developers are looking for input before they finalize a plan.  One resident indicated his concern that the neighborhood is conflicted on this project, that there is no consensus on what we want, that there are different interests and values in the neighborhood and that he would like the neighborhood to continue to work with the developers and to be creative.

III.  Treasurer’s report

    * Tucson Urban League is the fiscal umbrella we use to handle our money.  In 2002, on the record, our account was accidentally debited $3,000 to pay for artwork in the traffic circles.  This money never actually was taken out of the account, as the artist was paid by the Department of Transportation.  Currently there is $2967 in the account which includes $1,000 of our PRO neighborhoods grant.

Motion to accept treasurer’s report passed 25-0.

IV.  Downtown Links

    * Natasha W. represents our neighborhood on this project.  The group has been meeting since October and they have walked the alignment, but there have been no drawings or traffic counts to date.  Next month will be the first time they will see drawings and traffic counts.  This is not a new connection to I-10 – traffic would still have to use the access road from St. Mary’s to Speedway to get onto I-10.  What we would vote for with the RTA election is the existing alignment which goes down Toole.  If approved, a corridor study would take place and any amendments to the plan would happen at that time.  Nina Trasoff wants the downtown links committee to make a recommendation for an alignment plan for the November Mayor and Council meeting.  Natasha is not comfortable voting for the RTA plan (even though there are other good parts to the plan) because this project so directly impacts our neighborhood and the details haven’t been worked out yet.

          o Discussion – There is an accounting procedure in the RTA plan that money from one project can’t be shifted over to a different project. 

          o Jim Cook’s brother (as a guest) presented his thoughts on RTA – this is a compromise, the city needs this plan, more money available for transit projects, money for bike lanes, sidewalks, street car, express buses, 22nd st. compromise so more cars will get on I-10 at 22nd, not take the last mile of Aviation, it will take a long time to craft another plan.

          o Dunbar Spring resident shared his concerns against the RTA – not enough money for bike and pedestrian projects, the last mile of Aviation will shatter the warehouse district, streetcar is a mockery, more lanes mean more cars, willing to go through long negotiation process if needed to create a better plan.

          o Discussion stopped.

V.  Committee reports and announcements

    * Garden – Easter egg hunt a success, some plots available

    * DNAC – separate report

    * Dunbar Coalition – money donated to purchase round folding tables, golf tournament coming up, AZ Historic Society wants to create a museum academy

    * Weed and Seed – looking at grant proposals (BICAS, Dunbar Coalition, Westside Hope, All Souls Procession)

    * All you can eat pie party Sat. April 21st 7:00 in Dunbar Auditorium – supports Earth First journal

    * BICAS bike in movies, last Sat. of the month.  6:30 for bike ride, 7:30-8ish for movie to begin.  This month they will show video of City Repair project as well as a short film festival.

    * Fiesta Grande this weekend – street fair

    * Earth Day event held at Reid Park all day Saturday

Meeting adjourned before 9:00.
