Minutes from Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association

General Membership Meeting of June 18, 2007

I. Call to order and introductions



-Agenda addition: Steinfeld warehouse issue



-Minutes of May meeting read by secretary

II. Announcements


-Jack Strasburg representing a group working to open a community center for the peace/social justice/environmental communities. Call 743-0158 for more info.

-Officer R. Lucero had nothing to report

-The grassroots vision for the Franklin Docks site being lead by developer Michael Keith is stalled due to Town West.
III. Listserv/Newsletter



-Varo presented an idea for a new newsletter independent from DNR so that we can list classifieds, neighborhood services and businesses.

Discussion:



-Concern that more work leads to burnout

-Suggestion to produce listings, post them publicly & add notice in the existing newsletter of where to find new listing.

-Listserv/yahoo group now includes these functions: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DunbarSpring/database
-Computer listings could be printed out for a hard copy version & posted?

IV. Process Committee



-Still meeting 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6-8pm at Glyph Café (9th & 4th). Have developed recommendations that will be printed in newsletter this summer. Thinking that decisions should be delayed until September to increase participation.

V. Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant Survey



-New draft survey passed for final changes. County working on translating for bilingual distribution. Survey will be mailed with stamped return envelope. Some changes suggested.

Discussion:



-Waste of money to send out stamps. Reformat as postcard and use city’s meter stamp & reimburse them?



-County will likely be able to pay for the mailing.



-Surveys cannot be collected or delivered by hand due to county rules



-Ward 1 can translate if county is unable.



-If county can’t pay, approval needed for funding now to meet deadline.

*Motion to fund mailing of survey up to full cost of postage which will be done as cheaply as possible. Approved: 8-0; 2 abstentions.

VI. Neighborhood Preservation Zone 



-Committee is drafting plan for U of A and surrounding neighborhoods. Ward 1 has one representative from Menlo Park only, none from DS. Folks are encouraged to attend meetings: Thursdays 5-7pm roving locations. Contact Marelna for details: 791.3367

VII. Parliamentarian Position Still Open



-The neighborhood board still needs a parliamentarian. Encourage those interested.

VIII. Bulletin Board Design Options



-Pre-made structures too expensive, but one could be built with available funds. Marlena presented some design options.

Discussion:



-Suggestion to request materials donations from neighbors.



-Marlena will donate corrugated metal. Need approval for placement on right-of-way.

-Suggestion to place bb-d where there are mailbox clusters to enhance existing social gathering spots, e.g. Univ. & Perry

*Vote on placement: SE corner of 9th & University. Approved: 11-0; 0 abstentions

*Vote on proposed designs:
4 sided “X” design: 4 in favor











2 sided “hut” design: 6 in favor











4 sided “box” design: 1 in favor

2 sided “hut” design approved.

IX. Youth Education Enrichment Project



-Project has been approved by Ward 1 office, working out details. They are distributing postcards to solicit youth participation. Youth need not be residents of neighborhood, but must have some connection with it.

Discussion:



-Supervisor position that Piper will be assuming is a paid role, discomfort with board members being paid for neighborhood projects



-Support for anyone who can get paid to do neighborhood projects, prevents burnout.

*Motion to support Piper taking paid position though this project. Approved: 9-1; 0 abstentions.

X. Finances



-Treasurer made proposal to switch banks to obtain an interest bearing account. Currently difficult to obtain checks. Could be reinvesting interest into neighborhood.

Discussion:



-Some organizations will only give money over to non-profits, which current bank is.



-Could easily find another sponsoring agent

*Motion to change neighborhood bank to one with an interest bearing account, contingent upon finding a sponsoring agent. Approved: 7-1; 2 abstentions.

XI. Ground Rules – Karen Greene



-Brainstorming from April meeting broken down into categories. Neighbors asked to make marks prioritizing ground rules.

Discussion:




-Concern that not enough neighbors were present




-Some ground rules redundant with process committee




-Suggestion to continue exercise through summer meetings until enough neighbors have participated to allow solidifying of ground rules.

Process-related issues were taken down, selection of ground rules will continue at subsequent summer meetings.

XII. Committee Reports


DNAC: Still working on changes to committee. 4th Ave. merchants assoc. is working on 20 year 4th ave. parking plan that will include meter parking and parking structures.


XII. Steinfeld Warehouse


Update from Ward 1: ADOT will be turning building over to city at the end of July. Artists will be temporarily relocated while construction is taking place to address code & safety issues. Town west is fronting apx. $1.5 million for non-structural improvements. City plans on putting out RFQ for master leaseholder, who will need to raise remaining funds, return artists to building and maintain affordable rents. City discussing changing to live/work zoning.

Meeting adjourned 9:00pm
