Minutes from Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association

General Membership Meeting of May 21, 2007

I. Call to order and introductions


Call for additions/corrections to agenda


- Add Westside HOPE, Kathleen Becskehazy


- Change Barrio Viejo land trust to Barrios Unidos


- Add cactus theft


- Move all guests to top of the agenda

*Motion to approve agenda. Approved 12-0, 0 abstain

II. Barrios Unidos Land Trust, Pedro Gonzales

Organization working in barrio Viejo to acquire vacant land from city for use in land trusts for low-income housing. Using this as a strategy to fight rampant gentrification in the barrio. Advocating for property tax cap in neighborhood. Hoping to build relationship with DSNA to support each other in fighting rising property tax/gentrification. For more info, contact Pedro Gonzales, 623-0893

III. Treasurer’s Report

Balance in account: $2,318

IV. Announce next board meeting


Wednesday, June 6. 7pm @ glyph café (9th & 4th) All are welcome.

V. West Side HOPE, Kathleen Becskehazy


Looking for volunteers to assist elderly, as well as elderly who need assistance in DS. Currently there are no elderly in the neighborhood receiving services.

VI. Pima Community College, Peter Becskehazy


Education for Economic Empowerment program. Classes for single, low-income parents. Scholarships, funding for childcare, transportation available. Classes include home repair, resume writing, financial, etc. Begins June 4 and again in Oct. Program includes neighborhood project, such as mural, collecting toys for kids, food for homeless, many more options. Neighborhood should contact Peter if we have projects we would like students to do.

VII. Tucson Police Dept., Sean Cunneely


Changes taking place beginning in July: redistricting of policing zones to equalize workload. Downtown area will increase in size. Adding 2 new squads to deal with extra call load. ?’s, e-mail sean.cunneely@tucsonaz.gov

-Concerns raised about drug deals at 5th & Queen, and cactus theft on 2nd.

VIII. Donation from Intermountain Center for Human Development


Organization wishes to make a donation of something of $100 value to neighborhood with sign acknowledging donation. Discussion:


-fence repair


-new sign for garden


-public bulletin board/kiosk


-plants/seed for traffic circle @ 9th & 1st
Varo volunteered to fix the garden fence. Oskar suggested that neighbors could make a new garden sign without money. Vote between bulletin board and plants, 8 votes for bulletin board, 6 for plants. Marlena will research options for bulletin board structures; Ian will contact organization for donation.

IX. Campus Community Relations Committee (CCRC), Marlena


Committee is now requiring that neighborhoods petition for a seat in order to participate. UA is violating boundaries/buffer zones, important to maintain presence on this committee. 

*Motion to support a petition for a seat on CCRC. Approved 12-0, 1 abstention.

X. Youth Employment Enrichment Program, Piper


City program to get youth involved in neighborhood project. Proposals:


- Multi-media history project. Interview elders, residents, learn about neighborhood history and create media project (book, film etc.)


- Sustainability workshop installing native landscaping to mitigate flooding, educate and improve right-of-way.

Votes for sustainability workshop, 2 in favor

Votes for history project, 9 in favor, 4 abstain.

Piper will submit proposal to city & administer project. Contact piper to help-out: 624-7007

XI. Committee Reports

Garden: In its 9th year. Look for update in newsletter.


DNAC: City is reconfiguring Rio Nuevo to be less government, and more private sector driven. Rio-Nuevo Citizens Advisory Committee has not met since February, and decisions are moving forward without citizen input.


Dunbar Coalition: 5th annual golf tournament is on May 26th. Someone crashed into gate on 2nd.


Overlay: Prop 207 has slowed things down. UA overlay zone is being negotiated, will be set within 60 days. Would like to move overlay zone forward, look for announcement in newsletter.


Process Committee: Meeting 2nd & 4th Thursdays. Hoping to have set of recommendations for June Meeting.


Reinvestment Grant: Have new draft survey with county input. To get a copy or give comments, contact piper: 624-7007

XII. One West Update, Maritza


No new news. One west says they have 4 votes in the council, but there has been no attempt to get in on the council agenda.

Meeting adjourned 9:00.

