Minutes from Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association

General Membership Meeting of August 20, 2007

I. Call to order and introductions

II. Ground Rules

· -Posted ideas for ground rules were explained and neighbors who hadn’t already were encouraged to indicate their preference with tally marks.
III. Neighborhood Preservation Zone Update (Marlena)



-The city’s University area overlay plan has been abandoned and the plan is being retooled. Option to participate in overlay zone planning is now being offered to historic neighborhoods, including Dunbar/Spring. We have 60 days from the beginning of August to opt in, at which point an overlay will be developed by the neighborhood and reviewed by the city before implementation.

Discussion:


-City staff should be in contact with the board soon to schedule a meeting with the neighborhood to explain the details of the overlay process.

*Motion to postpone the issue until the next meeting. Approved: 16-0; 3 abstentions.

IV. Main Street



-Review of last month’s proposal by the City DOT.



-Proposed position letter by Matt Weber presented by Ashley

Discussion:


Main is currently not very bike friendly. City proposed to re-route traffic onto Drachman/Speedway/Stone. Should get together with other neighborhoods for unified position. Sweeping turn onto 4th St. encourages cut through traffic. Bike/Ped crossing at Main & Univ. would be nice. Median with tree plantings could prevent turns onto 4th St.

*Motion to adopt letter and add bike/ped crossing at Main & Univ. similar to stone crossing. Approved 18-0; 1 abstention


-Board will contact other neighborhood associations and make addition to letter.
V. Thefts & Break-Ins



-A recent wave of break-ins, auto theft and other crimes has neighbors concerned.

Discussion:


-Susan drafted letter to social service orgs. in neighborhood. Would like approval.


-Concern over language in the letter. Too accusatory?


-Try phone tree or block captain for crime prevention


-Make a neighborhood phone book, so we can call our neighbors?

Proposal to form group of people to work on wording of the letter. Sign-up sheet passed, Susan will convene the group.

VI. Bathrooms In Estevan Park 

Discussion:


-There were once bathrooms. They were removed because they got trashed.


-The city doesn’t want to put in bathrooms


-Could we do Portapotties?


-Can we ask churches to provide bathrooms more hours?


-Big rugby games take place in estevan park, bathrooms very necessary.


-Someone from ward one is willing to come talk about challenges with putting in bathrooms, will be invited to next meeting.
VII. Youth Video Project (Piper)


-Summer project has been postponed, now will be after-school. Project will be collaborating with barrio Anita. Looking for more teens to participate as well as long-time residents to interview. Please contact Piper if you know teens, or long-time residents: 623-7007
VIII. Town West


-Simultaneous meeting on current town west proposal (El Mirador) being held with neighborhoods. Developer was contacted about scheduling conflict. They will come for September meeting to present new project.


-Concern that project is not including artists/inconsistent with warehouse arts district plan. Concern about 15 story tower & bike access for 9th Ave. El Presidio is forming committee with developers to oversee final process, we should express interest. Discussion tabled until September.

IX. Committee Reports



-GARDEN: Garden party w/sign painting, October 20th. Look for flyer. Please donate paint—bring it to the gate at 828 N. Queen.



-DUNBAR COALITION: Retrofitting building for earthquake code has had considerable cost. Meetings with architect every other Weds. @ 8:30am. Solar panels going ahead. Discussing ways to raise more funds. Dunbar alumni reunion 23rd & 24th of November.



-PROCESS COMMITTEE: Committee has completed a draft of 12 recommendations. Recommendations were passed out and will be posted to listserv. Read them over, talk about them with your neighbors and bring your thoughts to the September meeting.



-REINVESTMENT GRANT: Survey is written but needs to be translated and glossary of terms needs to be written. Need volunteers for these and other tasks (tallying surveys etc.). Deadline in October.

X. Announcements


-Street lights on 1st have not come back on since power outages. Someone should contact city.


-Sign/Art installation at Univ. & 9th Ave. is up. Looks great. Needs plaque to identify artists/funders. Know anyone in engraving? Contact Karen Greene  791-0395.
Meeting adjourned 9:00pm
