Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Meeting

Dec. 17th, 2007

I. Introductions and Approval of Minutes 

•Approved 8-0.

II. Stories from Our Streets 

•Student workers described the video oral history project that they have been working on for the past three months. The students interviewed people that have lived in Dunbar/Spring and Barrio Anita for a long time. •Piper interviewed the students as they interacted with and answered questions of those present at the neighborhood meeting.

III. Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant 

•Subcommittee met and brainstormed a list of possible projects. We have until the January neighborhood meeting to get the proposal together and vote on it. All projects must take place in the public right of way. •All projects must relate to street beautification – to include tree planting, art, benches, and water harvesting to water plants. 

•If anyone wants a project in their part of the neighborhood, they must spearhead that effort to get it done and write it up for the proposal. If you want a traffic circle or speed hump, you need 60 percent of the neighbors’ approval. If you want benches, you don’t need neighbor approval, but it would be a good idea. •Meetings are being scheduled with Jim Glock (Dept. of Transportation) and Regina Romero (Ward 1) to discuss the possibility of matching funds for projects.

•If you know anyone that wants to create functional artwork, have them draw something and create a cost estimate.

•Brad Lancaster is one of the point people for this project, but lots of people need to get involved in order to make this work.

Approximate list of project ideas (only those spearheaded by someone will make it to the proposal):

2nd Street/11th Ave – trees planted

Univ/11th Ave – traffic circle with street mural painted; pullouts; benches; ADA ramps; speed hump moved closer to Main; crossroads sign pointing to moments in neighborhood history

Univ/9th Ave – repair street mural; ADA ramps

2nd St/9th Ave – pullouts; water harvesting

Univ/10th Ave – pullouts; bench

Near BICAS – tree plantings; speed table; more on street parking

Railroad at Main – sidewalk on east side of Main; ADA ramps; trees; water harvesting

Old Main bridge – jumping fish sculpture

4th St near Main – block entry into neighborhood to limit cut-through when train is there or speed hump with pullout; tree-lined footpath from railroad along 4th Street; narrow and meander 4th and plant more trees; diagonal parking

Curb cuts throughout neighborhood to get runoff to water plantings

Plant saguaros at entry points or intersections

Create group of citizen foresters (neighbors) with pruning workshops; rent chipper-shredder to mulch pruning; water harvesting earthworks training

Create a water gauge/sculpture for 1st Street

Enhanced bollards or boulders in traffic circles

Create 9th Ave and University as bike boulevards

Create benches and plant trees near mailbox clusters

Greenbelt on 1st St

Railroad Park in lot across from BICAS

Create tile mosaic portraits on Dunbar Project of historic neighborhood people

IV. Break-ins and Block Captains

•The break-ins from last month are not connected to the break-ins from July. 

•There has been a break-in at the West End of Dunbar School – the door is open wider and people are getting in. Piper will follow up on this.

•Outreach committee/block captain group will try to meet soon to get organized.

*Motion* to begin process to re-establish Dunbar/Spring block captains. Approved 9-0.

V. Crossroads Sign

•Last two artists are working and hopefully will have signs finished by end of December. 

•Natasha and Karen got cost estimates for a dedication plaque. Flagstone plaque will cost $400. Laser engraved into metal will cost $650.

*Motion* for neighborhood to front at most $700 for plaque at crossroads sign and celebration in hope that we will be reimbursed by Pima County Reinvestment Grant. Approved 9-0.

VI. Committees

•Garden: Help yourself to food in community plot.

•DNARC: Ian will be backup representative if Karen can’t go to meetings.

•Announcements: Art Farm taking place this Sunday (Dec. 23rd) at Sculptural Resource Center on Stone.
