Minutes for the DSNA General Membership Meeting of June 15, 2009

I- CALL TO ORDER @ 7:05 pm

• Introductions & Sign –in

• Treasurer's report

We still have a little over $1,000.00. Check for the basketball rim is on the way.

• Karen Green invites everyone to the Congress Hotel on Friday, June 26th to attend the FOUND Magazine event with a $6.00 cover.

Please attend the City Council Meeting @ 5:30 pm on the 16th. Discussion to include the parcel of land at 9th & Speedway & the land swap re: Riallto Theater.

• There is a City Counsel Meeting on June 16th @ 5:30. They will address the Stone/Speedway intersection & the future of the Rialto Theater among other things.

• Diana Rhoads says that the Ward One Council office is sponsoring the Dia de San Juan (rain festival) on June 24th from 5:00-10:00 pm at West Congress & the Santa Cruz River.

• Susan Hutzler talked to Mary Ellen Whooten w/ TPAC and there are no funds to maintain artwork at this time, re: reimbursement.

Visit the Postal History museum!

• Turtle said that they are no longer trapping feral cats at this time, but are hoping to adopt out the remaining cats being fostered by our caring neighbors.

• Ian Fritz reminds us to attend the Department of Transportation meeting Wednesday the 17th at the Dunbar (board room). @ 6:00 pm. The construction at the intersection at Main & Speedway & the re-striping of Main are among discussion topics.

Ian passed a flier inviting all to the "Eat Mesquite" celebration on Saturday, June 20th @ 6:00 pm at the Mercado San Agustin (100 S. Avenida del Convento (at Congress). www.desertharvesters.org .

II- DISCUSSION

• TEP 138kV Transmission Line

Ed Beck (Director of Line Siting) & Larry Lucero, both of TEP, passed out a 10 page hand-out (maps don't show much), "DeMoss Petrie Substation (DMP)(Grant & I-10)(Point A) to Tucson Substation (4th St & 11th Ave.)(Point B)138-kV Transmission Line Siting Study" (will post at Community Garden). This "project overview" simplifies the planning process TEP is taking to "inform the community" in their quest to join the links (100 different possible segments) and "identify a route" linking the two substations using the "upgraded 138-kV transmissions lines (they are currently 46-kV). There is a choice between using galvanized steel poles or rusty brown color. The Tucson substation will be "consolidated", less "air space" on existing land footprint. They are in the "early stages" of the planning process.

Option 1 would be down 11th Ave using the existing line's right-of-way. They said that they are taking into consideration environmental studies, input from the public and cost factors. The ultimate decision will be made by the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC). Their anticipated "in-service" date is mid-2010.

There will be a map with all the links posted on their website at www.tep.com where the possible routes can be seen. Click on the Transmission Project for their comment form. Comments may also be sent to PO Box 711, 85702. Telephone information line (24 hr) is 886.541.7349. The ACC Line Siting Committee website is: http://www.cc.state.az.us/Divisions/Utilities/Electric/LineSiting-FAQs.asp . Comments will be recorded and questions will be answered.

The planning process is in 6 stages. Stage 1, the lay-out stage took place at the April 2 open house at the Richey Elementary School cafeteria (2209 N. 15th Ave). Stage 2 was the Community Working Group meeting on June 11th where they discussed where they discussed opportunities/constraints analysis & alternatives & identification. Stage 3 will be an open house on June 25th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Richey presenting a detailed inventory & alternatives assessment. Stage 4 should cover the alternatives selection & resource surveys. The selections will be narrowed down to 1/2 dozen possibilities. Stage 5 will be the preparation & filing of the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) application with routes to the ACC. Stage 6 is the CEC hearings.

The EPG (Environmental Planning Group from PHX) has been hired to assist in this project with the environmental, archaeological & biological aspects. The community working group (CWG), a liaison group that consists of member of city staff and citizens, are a sounding board that help with their input to prepare for the public meetings.

Some of the many concerns and questions from our neighbors were:

Why does some right of way require 100 ft, while that clearance is not needed on our streets (11th Ave)? What about houses on the edge of property lines?

Private land requires 100 ft, so they will avoid private land easements. Zoning codes are different for house set-backs, some requiring 8' & 15' in many areas, the road right of ways/ easements trump set-back requirements. Road right of way includes the black top. They must have 50 ft clearance between poles. Poles are "similar" in diameter (2-3 ft) to what's on 11th Ave.

Does TEP have monies set aside for potential class action lawsuits?

No.

What is a safe span between separate lines in Santa Cruz River bed?

The span of the pole length or minimum 500 ft between structures.

Are there any "buried" lines in Tucson?

No, they are cost & environmental prohibitive. The EMF levels are higher and the oil pipelines needed to cool the wires have a danger of leaking. Maintenance costs are much higher.

What about solar energy options?

Without the transmission lines for the renewables, we'd be in the same spot. Usage per customer is increasing.

Since many/most (?) neighbors have never felt good about TEP's presence in DS, why are you here and will you even listen to us? We don't want our neighborhood, lives & property values trashed.

This is a public process, and they are listening to the public, and that "petitions don't go anywhere" and form letters aren't effective, they are looked at as a single comment. Individual comments have more impact & carry as much weight as petitions.

They are here to inform the public & listen to all customers. The infrastructure is necessary for all customers/residents.

The river is not a good option. More alternatives to the increased usage of power would be appreciated, without compromising safety for any human or wildlife. TEP should bring new ideas to conserve & reduce the demand. The open house format was ineffective, not as helpful as Q &A sessions would be. People were told different things by different people.

They can't cover all the information needed in that setting with time allotted. Smaller groups work better for Q &A. They need to make sure their people give out the same information. Mandated conservation requirements may be in the future. Weatherization also important.

How much weight does the environmental & public opinion verses the cost factor in this?

50% financial, but environmental impacts can override. The peripheral routes will probably come off the table due to the distance ($) factor.

Why do the poorer neighborhoods (DS, Blue Moon, Pasqua Yaqui, etc.), for the "greater good" get all of the disadvantages? You seem to be going through the motions, then do whatever you want anyway. It's very unfair.

These lines are going through many other neighborhoods such as at Craycroft & Sunrise, 22nd St., Fairview, Ft Lowell and on West Ina. The proposed lines on 11th may be a great improvement using less poles. ADOT has so many issues that highway route probably not work. Still looking at river & RR track.

Is there any public accountability for the comments that have been sent in? Can we see them uncensored & unsorted? Is there transparency?

They will be visible in the application. We discuss internally.

Why is the time frame so aggressive?

Concerned about future power outages next year, barely meeting needs today.

Could they just ramp up the ampage along the river?

That's an option, but must have correct span between poles.

Are they keeping a record/report of this meeting?

Yes, especially interested in Turtle's comments on the open meeting format.

For more information go to www.safepowerlines.com and www.dunbarspring.org . Our committee addressing the power-lines normally meets on Mondays, anyone interested contact either Ian.

• BICAS Rent Increase

Adam Frumhoff announced that due to recent rent increases (tripling their rent), future road construction & the shifting landscape of downtown with Downtown Links, they are looking for an alternative location. Although they have a temporary stay on the most recent rent increase, there is still an urgency to find a suitable space/home for BICAS. They would like to stay in DS, it is vital for them to remain in the heart of downtown.

Much discussion went into the possibility of BICAS remaining in their current location as there will be a lease transference in July/August from ADOT to the City of Tucson, and that DSNA is very supportive and hopes they stay. If DSNA could help in any way, possibly aid in their becoming the Master Lease Holder in the Citizen's Warehouse building, separating the building, write a letter of support or if they could get a 99 year lease. But as Troy Neiman reiterated, they need to find a permanent stable home and are considering all options, they will be having a meeting Wednesday. They will update us.

Diana Rhodes said that the city will go out to bid for the Master Lease Holder and is working with WAMO to be this. The Chapman group currently is in charge of the city owned buildings. David Aguirre is the Master Lease Holder. City is looking to purchase "bookend" buildings in warehouse district (Scrappy's & Steinfeld). Citizens would be an easement.

Natasha Winnik, who has been our representative to the WAMO board for years, feels this should be brought to them & welcomes any input.

For more information, go to www.bicas.org .

DSNA will revisit this issue.

• Affordable Housing/ Michael Keith discussion

This item will be shelved until further notice. There has been a change in the property in question, its future uncertain. IDA may acquire.

III- COMMITTEE REPORTS

• Community Garden

Lindianne Sarno asks if we could allow the refugee group she is working with who live outside of the DS neighborhood, to farm some of our 3/4 vacant garden plots to grow their own food traditionally. It promises to be a mutually beneficial & therapeutic endeavor for all parties. Susan, our garden rep, would like a letter to bring to her "committee" and make the decision. Karen Green offers to donate a plot. Troy with the Iron Horse neighborhood offers space in their garden. Vince Pawlowski suggests that the Dunbar Coalition may want to sponsor/subsidize a plot. Maybe they could approach their board with a proposal.

• DNARC

Watershed Management Group discussed project in Rincon Heights neighborhood & water harvesting.

Discussion about reopening Grosetta, a small street closed in the fenced-in new court complex between Alameda & Toole. Would help bikers transverse downtown.

• Dunbar Coalition

The second floor of the middle section is "stubbed out" w/ electricity & plumbing for future use. The AZ Historic Society has given the DC $10,000 to subsidize the interns scheduled to train for the future Dunbar museum. Retractable gate up to separate auditorium & school during functions. The Dr Charles Ford Scholarship Fund has awarded $12,500.00 to 9 students (of the 14 applicants received). Four scholarships went to the Barber College, 3 to the U of A, 1 to ASU and 1 to NAU. The DC is considering a fundraising venture through ticket sales with the upcoming performance of "Ain't Misbehavin" at the Temple of Music & Art (late November/December). Hope you'll all purchase tickets. "Memory Tiles" or Blocks on the walkway between the museum & the school buildings will be available for purchase in the future.

• Motions to approve the minutes for the April and May DSNA meetings were approved unanimously.

Ian thanks everyone for sticking it out.

Meeting was adjourned @ 9:13 pm, whew!
