
DSNA Minutes for September 21, 2009

• Call to Order @ 7:05 pm.

Diana Rhoads (who is allowed to speak first as she must leave early) announces an upcoming series of Community Budget Dialogues hosted by the City Council & City Manager. They will be held throughout Tucson in late September and continuing through the fall. The budget cuts and Proposition 200 among other priorities & funding will be discussed. It's important to hear what's important to us. For more information and meeting dates, times & locations, please check out www.tucsonaz.gov/dialogues, or call 791-4204.

• Minutes for the July & August meetings were passed out.

• There were no changes to the Treasurer's Report from August.

• ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Karen Green reminds us that the Neighborhood Home Tour will be held on October 18 beginning at 12:00 at the Community Garden, and end at 4:00. There are four homes currently scheduled, but they are looking for a fifth.

The libraries will be hosting a program celebrating local musicians & bands October through April. They will be free and at different times at the different branches. They are still looking for more bands.

Ian Fritz announces that the NeighborFest 2009 being held on October 25th at University and 4th Ave. from 1:00 - 4:30 pm. welcomes all.

They are still working on the 4-way stop to yield signs along the bike route project and need to find funding resources through the ward office, RTC and Neighborhood Reinvestment Grants among others. There was a discussion as to what legally designated a "stop" for a bicyclist (foot down, no forward movement?). Not defined.

Lisa Scoblink mentions that the "Ain't Misbehavin'" tickets for the Dunbar Coalition fundraiser are available for $40.00 & $49.00. Both Lisa & Hester van Heemstra are hoping our friends & neighbors will support this effort. Please call 792-6377 for more information.

Maria LaGarra notes that the police haven't attended our past few meetings.

• DISCUSSION:

Salvation Army Update

Ian informs us that Anne Lawrence has been in contact with Ann Vargas, with the City, to set up dates for a meeting.

Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant

The monies we were granted last year, almost $500,000, may be available sooner than it had been expected due to the budget problems. Regina Romero offered us some Back to Basics funding in order to begin the design process. We had been approved for 1-traffic mitigation improvements/bump-outs/circles, 2-landscaping/water harvesting/basins and 3-public art projects. Hopefully meetings with the city consultant and the water harvesting group will soon be set-up to get neighborhood input in this design process. That process should start this fall and construction could start as soon as this spring. Contact Jonathan if you'd like to be involved in the process at jonathan.crowe@dot.pima.gov .

Karen asks about the time frame and whether we or the city will handle the mailings or if petitions will be required, but it seems that the city will take care of that as well as administering the funds (and taking their cut). The artist(s) & contractors will be selected from the roster of approved vendors. There was talk about our neighborhood possibly taking control of the arts portion and use our local artists.

Ian had to leave, so Karen took over the meeting.

There was a reminder about the fall tree planting Sunday, October 4.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

DNARC- No September meeting. Karen was approved for the Downtown Partnership Executive Board Committee. Congrats!

COMMUNITY GARDEN-Susan Hutzler announces that it is fall planting season.

DUNBAR COALITION- Lisa again mentions the sale of tickets for the play "Ain't Misbehavin'", and that there will be an accompanying letter written with information regarding the tax deductible portion of the ticket price. There were two meetings of the Coalition in the time since the last neighborhood meeting.

Lisa reports that at the August meeting, it was mentioned that if more funding doesn't come through for the completion of the 2nd floor, money may come from the Dunbar Treasury, and that we'll be looking for volunteers for painting, etc. It has been decided that the Dunbar auditorium will no longer allow teenage dances or parties that collect money at the door.

At the September meeting, it was stated that replicas of the purchasable engraved tiles should be available by November in time for the Dunbar reunion. Construction began Monday (the 21st) on the East part the school. There would be an open forum held at Dunbar the following Tuesday (the 22nd), to meet the 3 finalists for the position of President & CEO of the Tucson Urban League from 6:00 - 7:30 pm. Everyone is (was) invited and the final decision will be made by the beginning of November. Friendship Baptist Church donated a piano to the Dunbar Museum.

• Minutes for the July & August meeting were approved.

• Richard Posner, the downtown links artist selected to design and produce the art

component of the Dunbar Spring portion of the project, introduced himself to the neighborhood. He plans a two-fold approach over the next 5 months. First, he'd like to brainstorm with our community to see what we need/want done with the allotted funds ($100,000.00), within the parameters set by the city. Second, he'd like to present a brief power-point presentation at our October meeting. He uses a variety of techniques & works with many types of materials, including reclaimed items. Richard is a bicyclist and claims to always be on schedule & on budget, and wants our permission to meet with the engineers to get things started, and bring back more info to us. One of his ideas is a sort of Persian garden/mini golf course. The artist was a visiting Fulbright professor in Sweden and East Germany, and has 30 years experience. He may be reached at Posner.richard@mac.com and plans to get on our listserv.

Jonathan mentions that the neighborhood's history with the downtown links has been very negative, and that that may or may not affect the involvement in this project.

• Thanks to Jonathan Crowe, the City Council has approved the changes we had

asked for, to have the many DS properties on their Infill District removed from the map!!!

Jonathan also would like to find out who designed the DunbarSpring logo, and if we'd like to use that for our neighborhood street signs that will be paid from the county reinvestment grants.

• Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm


