Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association Meeting Minutes for August 17, 2009

Call to Order @ 7:05 pm

Secretary didn't bring copies of the minutes from July meeting to pass out, will bring next month in addition to this month's minutes.

Sign-in sheet passed around room.

TREASURER'S REPORT

No change, we have $1,850.69 out of which $700.00 is allocated for the dedication plaque at 9th & University art piece, leaving $1,150.69 in available funds.

ANOUNCEMENTS

There is an increase in funds available through the Tucson Urban League for the low-income home repairs & weatherization program. Contact Rosie Ramos @ 882-4872.

Fourth Ave. Dedication Thursday the 20th from 4:30 pm - 11pm

Deborah (Tique) Campion has been selected for the Watershed Management Program.

Ian has the signatures needed & is looking for funding to switch the traffic control circle at 10th & University from a 4-way stop, to the city preferred standards of 4-way yield, as a neighborhood test pilot intersection before changing the others.

DISCUSSION

SALVATION ARMY PRESENTATION by Phil Swaim w/ Swaim Associates, with an update on the proposed new Hospitality House/ Transitional Family Housing facility. The property access will be from Main St. The current building will be demolished and that land, along with Alder Alley, will become part of a land trade where the city will build 6-7 units of affordable or workforce housing, in exchange for the Main Street property. The housing plan paperwork should be finished this fall.

Five years ago, the city passed a special zoning exception ruling for this building..

Majors Peter & Estelle Clack w/ the Salvation Army are in the process of a fundraising campaign (1/2 way to the $12,000,000.00 goal), and hope to begin construction in January or December 2010, with the original building tear-down date tentatively in 2011.

Ann Vargas w/ City of Tucson Housing & Community Development, was one of the associates initially working with DS & SA and Pat Kambourian, the President of the Salvation Army Advisory Board were present. Jamie Bitler, w/ Swaim Associates,

assures us that they have a commitment to be flexible and work w/ DSNA on the affordable housing aspect of the project.

They plan to seek a Leed Silver building goal with solar power & reclaimed water, to bury their power lines, plant lots of native trees and save most of the existing ones, and build-in rainwater harvesting with underground tanks among other items in their design plan. They hope to add color to the building to prevent a sterile, institutional look and add character.

The new 2-story building design proposes to go from the current 96 beds, to 176 total- 72 emergency beds, 24 in the transitional, and 80 in the Transitional Family Apartments. Access to the private courtyard would be through the building only, and they will control all access walls, fences and secure parking. There will not be a "feeding program" as such, besides feeding the residents, but will still give out food boxes to some families.

Among the many concerns from our neighbors were regarding some discrepancies in the original assurances made dating back to 2004. The 2004 plan for a gravel paved or permeable asphalt parking lot, may now be pervious concrete because of our type-4 soil. The previous discussions about the bussing in and out of their "clients" are no longer in the plans because "there is no central area to bus them to or from". "They'll find their own way to us." They may take some of the people to other facilities that are better for their particular needs, or to motel rooms. They may also give out bus passes.

The detrimental affect on our neighborhood from the overflow and turned away "patrons" (many non-sober), is an enormous worry to our community. Our neighborhood garden and backyards become their hang-out, and their litter is a nuisance.

Questions also arose regarding the proposed city affordable housing buffer. Will our input be part of the planning process? How is affordable housing defined?

Parties interested in forming a liaison committee to work out the details should contact Ann Lawrence ( lawrence@holualoa.com ), a property owner in the neighborhood, and James Bohlman ( kayakingodin@yahoo.com ), who were both among the group that originally involved with the Salvation Army 5 years ago, have offered to assist.

The common interest about TEP's plan to build 138 Kv poles along 11th Ave was brought up and Phil was very interested in following up on this.

INFILL INCENTIVE DISTRICT

The Infill Incentive District Plan will go before Mayor & Council in September and voted on in October. The plan encourages commercial development by fast-tracking many permits, re-zoning, building requirements, etc.

The motion for the neighborhood to approve Jonathan Crowe's recommended changes to the current Infill Incentive District (map passed out during June meeting) by the removal of specific Dunbar Spring properties was unanimously approved.

TEP 138Kv TRANSMISSION LINES

Ann Lawrence, who has recently fought TEP on another case, brought up the importance of selecting a DSNA Intervenor & lawyer to represent our position at the CAC meetings in Phoenix. Ian Fritz suggests that with the advice from Elizabeth Webb, an individual who represented herself successfully, among others, a lawyer may not be necessary. We are still looking for a volunteer to represent our neighborhood as an Intervenor

Ann advises that we should insist that the CAC give a written analysis of all of the proposed routes, and that the public process will not have been met until we receive such.

We have received many more letters of support for our proposed new line route. Check out the safepowerlines.org and dunbarspring.org websites.

DISCUSSION ON THE INCREASE Of REPEAT SEX OFFENDERS IN DS

Pastor John w/ Serving Jesus with Joy (where all in DS are housed), insists that the count at this time is 5, not the 9 as was reported (nor the 6 listed on the National Sex Offenders Registry), and that he would trust his wife with them. If they pass his interview process, they can stay as long as they obey the rules. Most are on Intensive Probation Supervision, and the law allows them to live (t)here. Pastor John asks what we would like him to do. Monthly updates on the Listserv was suggested and agreed to.

As long as the law remains as it is, there is little we can do.

The alerts mailed out to select neighbors may add to the fear in DS.

Clair Zugmeyer notes that she lives across the street from SJWJ, is totally comfortable and has no fear of them.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME TOUR UPDATE

Karen Green assures us that things are moving right along. The selected date will be Sunday, October 18, from 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm, and will begin at the Community Garden. She has put in for a grant w/ the Tucson Pima County Historical Commission for $250.00 to help with the signs, maps, handouts & historical information. Hopefully Ward 1 will help with snacks, water, etc. Volunteers, Organizers, Greeters and cookie bakers are needed, please call Karen at 791-0395. A $5.00 suggested donation will go to the DSNA.

A few houses have been offered up so far, still looking for others. Possibly some of the older, previous Dunbar residents could help with the history. We are also looking for copies of the historic study written years ago.

COMMITTEES:

DNARC

Karen discusses Glen Lyons' vision for a development plan for the infill along Broadway with mixed-use (retail/housing) structures, and a proposed Light-Rail System to become a sort of "gem" or "star" corridor to downtown.

There are two seats open for neighborhood representatives on the Downtown Partnership Board. In order to assure that these seats go to members of neighborhoods with adjoining boundaries (in accordance with the by-laws and the original intent of the committee), Ian Fritz makes a motion for a special exception to the required one month written notice to vote on issues, in order to write a letter to the DTP. A required 2/3 majority was met with a vote of 11 to 1. Natasha Winnik makes the motion for a letter to the DTP stating that the open neighborhood board seats should be filled by representatives of neighborhoods surrounding the current boundaries of the DTP, was passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Thanks Vince for the non-flammable compost bins.

Susan will be meeting with the Refugees on Wednesday. Looking for sponsors for plots.

Picnic table/bench is unsafe and in need of repair or replacement ($400- $800 cost). Lisa to look into Dunbar Coalition insurance for possible repair/replacement. Someone could look on FreeCycle, Craigslist, or perhaps someone could "adopt a bench".

DOWNTOWN LINKS

The crossing at St Mary's to be a pelican pedestrian crossing instead of the El Paso Greenway Bike Route preferred bike crossing

Corky Poster's recommendation report regarding downtown development and his meeting with neighborhoods has been bound and will go to the Mayor & Council in September to be passed.

September 14 is the next Downtown Links meeting where the 4 public artists that were picked by DTL will give demonstrations about their work.

The I-10 to West of Church link is slated to begin next spring 2010. The 8th St up 5th to 6th Ave segment with upgraded culverts link may start in spring 2010. The Broadway to 6th portion - 2012, and the last link (our section)-as early as 2013. At that time, the Quiet Zone with improved RR-Crossings, may become a reality, it is contingent on approval and the completed project. The quiet zone may extend from Prince Rd. to Ajo.

The Benjamin Supply Co. may lose the access to the business with the new route, and the city has no plans or finances to purchase the property. They may have to redesign the plans, again.

DUNBAR COALITION

Firewalls placed on the west part of the building will keep the new construction (beginning within the next 3 months), from interrupting the Dance & Barber Academies. The plans for the "Honor's Walk" (the inscribed pavers to be set near the entrance of the future museum & available for "purchase"), are coming along.

The search for two interns w/ college background is still on.

100 Tickets will be available to the Dunbar Coalition for a fundraising event to the play, "Ain't Misbehavin". The "Dunbar" date for the production will be December 12 @ 8pm. Please contact Lisa @ 792-6377 if you are interested in purchasing tickets. The corrected prices will be sold at $49.00 and $40.00 each, &subsidized by the Arizona Theater Company. There will be a free reception in the upstairs gallery before the show @ 7:30pm.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm

