MINUTES FOR DSNA MARCH 15, 2010 MEETING
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm

Sign-in sheet & February minutes were circulated. There was discussion about posting the minutes to the Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association website at www.dunbarspring.org/ , as well as the current postings on the listserve and two neighborhood bulletin boards. 
Treasurers Report- Sky Jacobs reports that there is now $1,800.00 after the return of the $300.00 that was to be used for the Neighborhood Home Tour that was postponed.

Announcements-

Paul Buckwalter is doing some remodeling on his home (927 N. 10th) and will hold a yard-fire-garage sale on Saturday, April 10th from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm.

He and Dianna Rhoades report that the legislation that was proposed to do away with the historic property tax breaks is essentially “dead in the water” after much opposition.  It was pulled out by the bill’s sponsor, and may still be reworked and resubmitted at a later date, but it won’t hurt to continue opposition letters.
Paul also brings up the recent burglaries on Queen, and introduced a neighbor, Anita Bussiere to address this problem.  She had a package stolen from her front door (it was retrieved by a policeman in a nearby trashcan).  Anita also mentioned that her neighbor interrupted a burglary in progress at her residence; the couple took off on bicycles and dropped their orange backpack filled with stolen items.  Their description is an older male with grey hair & beard and a younger female with sort-of dreads.   Let’s keep our eyes out for them.  If anyone has had items stolen recently, they should contact the police to see if any of the items in the backpack are theirs.


Ian Fritz announces the date for the upcoming Pie Party (flier passed out) for Sunday, April 11th from 4:00 – 7:00 pm at the Dunbar School auditorium.  This year there will be a pie baking contest (4 categories), everyone is welcome to enter pies and win prizes (pies may be dropped off between 1-2 pm).  The top winner also selects one of the listed local charities to receive a donation.  Please check out details at the website at www.pieparty.org .  See you there!
Discussion-


TEP/Substation - presentation by Ed Beck, Shannon Breslin & Larry Lucero.  
Ed showed a powerpoint “virtual tour” of the substation at 5th St & 11th Ave. “before & after”.  They have begun a modification of this area and some of the tall poles, transformers, and hazardous waste/asbestos have been removed.  The demolition should be finished in 1 & ½ months.  The plan is to replace a section with new High Tec inert gas- insulated equipment.  The footprint is more compact and will have a canopy.  The 110’ pole structure will be reduced to 85’ & 35’, the lightening protection poles will still be necessary.  This expansion is to ready the substation for the new 138Kv route (route map passed out), and should be complete by November.  
When asked about the wall that had been discussed years ago, we were told that is not in the plan, and that a wall is not possible due to the space required for a foundation.  We still want what every other substation in town has, a sound barrier/treatment/wall/fence surrounding this structure. They’ll take a look at that.
The decision for the three choices of the 138Kv routes to be submitted has not been made; they are still receiving public responses.  Our preferred route 6 will probably be one of the selections, although they indicate that the cost of that route is 2&1/2 times the cost of the other routes.  Their proposals are to be submitted to the ACC (Arizona Corporation Commission) in early April.  To send your comments and route preference, please go to www.tep.com/Company/News/DMP/comments.asp , and to see the routes check out www.safepowerlines.org/2010/02/routes/ , or got to the website at www.safepowerlines.org . TEP’s official project page is at www.tep.com/Company/News/DMP/index.asp . 

Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant/Design Phase- presentation will be postponed until next month’s meeting due to the design team speakers’ schedules.  There have been lots of discussions on the Listserve regarding the need for water harvesting on First St.  Brad Lancaster suggests that the sheer volume of water on First creates a need for more engineering.  We should consider a larger project such as this for a future grant.  For the next meeting, Brad would like to suggest adding pull-outs to the N/E corner of University & 9th Ave, 4th St & 9th Ave (near the church and closer to Perry) and the south side of 4th St past Jim’s Market (near Perry).  He expresses the need for these to be physical pull-outs, not just painted, and that the current lower construction costs may pay or the difference.   There was a suggestion that it might be wise to go door-to-door to speak with neighbors about the project since we have had a substantial turn-over of residents since this was first proposed.

Permit Parking Cost Increase-
ParkWise is planning a significant increase in the cost of these permits from $2.50 to $40 or $50 a year.  Currently only a small section of our neighborhood avails itself of this.   Brad wonders if we can ask the city to subsidize some spots as a compensation for the impact losses due to the Downtown Links project.

April 19, 6:00 pm Meeting Elections & Potluck in the Garden- nominations for the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian are being accepted.  Voting will take place at our next meeting on April 19, at a NEW TIME & PLACE!  We will meet at 6:00 on April 19th IN THE GARDEN.  Please bring a dish, as this will also be a POTLUCK!  Lisa Scoblink will post signage to this affect on the neighborhood bulletin boards.
Committee Reports-

Downtown Links- Natasha Winnik informs us that the 8th St drainage project is behind schedule.  They turned in a 75% drawing for section of St Mary’s to the Freeway and are hoping to put the bid out by July.                    They are working on the 75% drawing for the 8th  St drainage project from the west side of 4th Ave to the east side of 6th.  They are planning to start construction after the monsoons and finish before the December 4th Ave Street Fair.

The 4 artists that were picked for the 9th Ave proposed deck design were discussed. 

Demonstration projects illustrating the passive rainwater harvesting that will be used for part of the project from St Mary’s to the Granada are planned.  Active rainwater harvesting demos are planned for St. Mary’s & Main.  They are hoping to use this to water all of the landscaping.
Brad requests that the city use the full source of water (not the under-capacity usual way) to fully irrigate the landscaping on the passive & active rainwater demonstrations, and that the city “daylight” the waterways where possible and mark/stencil them in the other locations.

The proposed hawk crossing for the El Paso/ SW Greenway project was deemed too close to the intersection for the federal guidelines.  It will now be moved 150 feet east.

The crossing with a bike/pedestrian island crossing at old Main is still going through.
www.downtownlinks.info/Documnents/Downtown_Links_CAC_5-11-09.pdf and www.downtownlinks.com/LandUseUrbanDesign.aspx are websites with info & graphics (much dated material).


WAMO – Natasha announces that on April 6th, many of the warehouses will be auctioned off all at once.  They are fighting to take the Concept/MOCA, the glue factory/ la Frontera buildings and the 3rd at 35 E. Toole off the list to be auctioned off.  Some of the properties zoning restrictions and are historic, but most are zoned industrial.  Part of Corky Poster’s downtown links plan will be to encourage the warehouse district to downzone.
Proposals for the change in the plan to allow access to the Benjamin Supply business will be looked at at the next meeting.


One West - No news


DNARC- No more news


TEP138Kv Transmission Line- They are still taking comments and route preferences (route 6) from the public at www.tep.com/Company/News/DMP/comments.asp .  Send in your comment forms this week!
Keep in mind that no buildings are allowed to be under the 138Kv power-lines, that includes the allowance for a 25’ sway (with the standard pole span), how could they consider any routes but ours?  
Brad mentions that the power-lines will block & shut-out any solar panels on buildings in their path.
Vince Pawlowski reminds everyone that the ACC is an elected body and we should “talk to the candidates”.

Don’t forget to check-out www.safepowerlines.org .


Community Garden Report – No news.  Brad appeals for anyone visiting the garden to please pull out any of the London Rocket mustard (w/ dandelion-like leaves & yellow flower), the Cheese Leaved Malva (w/ green flower & geranium-like leaves) and the plants with clover-like leaves & yellow flowers with burrs.

Dunbar Coalition – Lisa reports that the 2nd floor bathrooms & key-operated platform lift is completed, and that the windows & concrete in the “old” school are going in (scheduled to be finished in May).  Still moneys left in the historical society funds for the interns.  Thank-you note sent to Greenfields School for the donation.  The elections of the officers took place, everyone was re-elected.
Diane asked about the bike racks that the city donated (will find out).

Brad asked about the repair of the light switch at the basketball courts, it is dangerous and the darkness may encourage vandalism. 


Salvation Army – No news, Diane believes they have no $$ at this time.
Minutes for February were approved with corrections.

Additional Comments:

Gail Toomey proposes that we include Dunbar Spring Neighborhood signs be added to the Reinvestment grant project.  Ian doesn’t believe signage can be included or added to this particular grant allotment.  Gail also encourages more thoughtful plantings in the traffic circles to consider erosion, etc.
Ian brought up that TEP has replaced some of the trees removed during their pole replacement project a few months ago with 2 trees and some agave & ocotillo plants.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm
Don’t forget the next potluck meeting on April 19th at 6:00 pm at the Community Garden.

Bring a dish.

Eat, drink & vote!
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