Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Meeting Minutes for February 15, 2010

The meeting began at 7:05 pm.
Our treasurer was not present, no report.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Susan Hutzler invites neighbors to a pot-luck at the community garden on Saturday, February 27th at 12:00 noon. There will be pizza from Brooklyn Pizza, but BYO side dishes & beverages. She is still trying to locate a trap for the gopher that has been tunneling throughout the garden.
DISCUSSION:
Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant/Design Phase
Jonathon Crow will attend next month's meeting along with the designers with a presentation. Ian Fritz passed out a flyer that will be mailed out to the neighborhood with a map designating the traffic calming circles, water harvesting & public art, existing & proposed. The form on the back is to be filled out and mailed back if the person the NOT support the project, all others are encouraged to attend our March 15 neighborhood meeting at the Dunbar school. If 40% of the neighbors are opposed, this will not go forward.
Deborah Campion is concerned that the curb-cuts will not only water plantings, but also the weeds. Is there any money for maintenance?
There were a couple suggestions to improve the mailing.
Historic Property Tax Break/Proposed Bill Would End Tax Breaks
Currently, homeowners in historic districts can apply for a reduction in taxes intended to compensate them for the cost of upkeep of these historic homes. This bill in legislation would do away with this. There was discussion of contacting Ward 1, state legislators, SHPO and other neighborhoods to unify against this bill. Paul Buckwalter, Maria Le Garra & Ian will assist in this effort.
Neighborhood Newsletter City Budget Cut
Due to the city budget cuts, neighborhoods are being limited to one mailing before the end of the fiscal year (June). We must send our out in March in order to inform our neighbors of the upcoming Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association board elections in April. The meeting minutes will not be included in that issue, they will still be posted on the two bulletin boards & on the DSNA listserve.
There was discussion about continuing the newsletter being continued by the sponsorship of local businesses. Robert Redding of Nest Real Estate on Ash, has offered to fund this. That could mean advertizing in the newsletter, which is banned by the city when they are footing the bill. Currently, their cost is $.36 per newsletter (with the bulk mailing price). Rodney Glassman, Ward 2 Councilman, believes that the Ward 1 office has a couple hundred thousand in discretionary monies, and that we should look into this as a source. Vince Pawlowski suggests limiting newsletters to quarterly. There is a meeting on March 3 at the midtown police substation at 110 S. Alvernon @ 5:30 pm discussing the importance of newsletters among other things. Anyone interested in including content in the next newsletter should contact Turtle at mydogellen@greenbicycle.net.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
No WAMO, Downtown Links & DNARC reports this month. No Dunbar Coalition report due to no meeting in the interim since last DSNA meeting
TEP 138kv Transmission line Update
Everyone is encouraged to fill out the questionnaire recently sent out by TEP to residents. There is an important Open House meeting next week, Wednesday February 24th @ 5:30 pm at the Richey Elementary School cafeteria at 2209 North 15th Ave. and all interested in this should attend. The alternate route that our association has endorsed has been researched by TEP. It seems that ADOT is agreeable to allowing for the use of ADOT land in order to run the transmission lines through their properties. The only problem with our route is cost. Susan wonders if the project will be bid out, if so, with building costs at a 20 year low, it would be advantageous. Vince mentions that the election for the Corporation Commission members is coming up, we should find out what the candidates think about the route alternatives.
Ian informs us that the re-vegetation of the sites where TEP cut down trees is moving forward, and that they will water them for the first two months. The owner of one of the properties does not want the trees, so Ian is looking into relocating them somewhere else in the neighborhood.
Vince noticed that a hazmat team was removing stuff & dirt from the TEP substation on 11th, but not all was taken. TEP said they were removing asbestos with a permit.
Dunbar Spring Community Garden Report
REMINDER for EVERYONE to ATTEND POTLUCK Saturday, February 27th @ noon.
Meeting adjourned at 8:10!!!!!!

Please don't forget to fill out the TEP forms & attend the meeting Wednesday the 24th at Richey Elementary School @ 5:30 pm!
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