MINUTES FOR DSNA MEETING APRIL 19, 2010
March minutes and attendance sheet passed around room.
7:10- Vince Pawlowski called the meeting to order (Ian Fritz, president & Natasha Winnik, vice-president & Sky Jacobs, treasurer were absent).

Introductions took place.
Announcements-


The potluck held prior to the meeting was delicious, but the turn-out was poorly attended.

Discussion-

Keith Bagwell, executive assistant from Richard Elias’ office, introduced himself as a liaison for the neighborhood associations and the county supervisor’s office.  He has worked on many projects, and supports our efforts in our fight against TEP and the 138Kv transmission line that has been proposed to go down 11th Ave.  Some of the entities they are involved with are the Animal Control, Sewer Department and Public Health.  He can help us in facilitating county bond issues.

Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant
Zelin Canchola with the COT and TDOT is managing the Dunbar Spring Water Harvesting project and Vince Catalano with Kimberly-Horn and the Tucson Traffic Engineering Department  passed out a few hand-outs; a color map of the neighborhood showing the projected and current speed bumps, traffic circles, etc, a projected time-line for the project, a detailed rendition of the proposed traffic circles, and a detailed drawing of the chicanes (bump-outs).  They received 6 responses from the mail-outs, one was negative, the project will go forward.  There may be a problem with the circle proposed at 4th and 11th due to the proximity to the TEP substation.  It may be too large for their vehicles to maneuver around.  The new traffic circle curbs are designed to be part flush for water harvesting.  The men were asked if the neighborhood update, which was scheduled for July 22, could be moved up a few days to the 19th in order to present at our regular July meeting, they agreed.  Deborah Campion requested that two bump-outs (at 1st & 10th and 1st & Queen), be added to the plan.  Cami Juarez, with the Reinvestment Grant Oversight Committee, said that there are some restrictions or regulations that may not allow these changes, but that they’ll go over everything.  It may take longer or cost too much, but that they may be able to swap with other parts of the plan.

April DSNA Elections:

There was discussion as to whether or not to hold the elections due to the absence of many officers.  Lisa Scoblink (secretary) was aware that Ian Fritz, Natasha Winnik & Sky Jacobs were willing to accept the positions for the next year.  Lisa & Vince were not looking for re-election.  Harrison Smith mentioned that he may be interested in the vice president position.  The voting took place with a simple raising of hands.  Besides one opposing vote, the new board is as follows: Ian Fritz- President, Harrison Smith- Vice President, Sky Jacobs- Treasurer, Lisa Scoblink (with the help of 5 other neighbors taking turns with the minutes)-Secretary, and Vince Pawlowski will temporarily remain on as Parliamentarian until we can find a replacement.

Discussion on the 948 N. 11th Ave “Crazy” house.

Paul Buckwalter opened the topic with a run-down of the two main issues.  The trashed-out house that the city has repeatedly boarded up and condemned since it was not up to code with a landlady that may be manipulated into allowing the couple to return. The second issue is the couple that crash there are suspected, by many neighbors, of the recent rash of indiscriminant DS robberies.  They often travel on bicycles, the M.O. as described by an eyewitness, and seem to be working with others.  Diana Rhoades, our liaison with our Councilwoman Regina Romero, will follow-up on this.  She said that there had been one hearing regarding this location, and that a second was coming up next week, and that she’ll get back to us.
Committee Reports:


WAMO:   Natasha asked Lisa bring to the members an appeal from WAMO & BICAS for support for their RFP (request for proposal), for the management of the Citizens building at 9th Ave & 6th St.  BICAS may not stay if David Aguirre stays on as manager.  A motion for a letter of support was postponed until next meeting.

TEP 138Kv Transmission line update:  There is no news, their website has not been updated.  Ian Johnson is looking out for a docket number, then the interviewing begins, in Tucson.  He mentioned that it is curious that the Boxing Gym building lot in Barrio Anita has been split to sell the building.  That is along the route we prefer.

Community Garden:  Susan Hutzler said that she is still looking for a long-term solution to bring in more full-time gardeners (Mr. An, Janos?).  There is another refugee group that is interested in utilizing the space.  Currently Karen Green is subsiding a garden plot for a group of refugees.  If anyone else is interested in sponsoring a plot or plots (3 available), please contact us.  The cost is $24.00 or $48.00 every 6 months, depending on size.

Dunbar Coalition:  Lisa reports that the gates were repaired, now the construction zone is isolated from visitors.  Final inspections of the new restrooms & lift have been completed.  The first phase of the older part of the Dunbar building is on it’s way, steps are being put in.  No Trespassing signs were purchased and put up on gates.  The Dunbar Reunion went well & they donated $3,000.00 in the name of the Dunbar Alumni.  Hester van Heemstra added that the there has been a set-back in the old part of the building.  Apparently when the roof was repaired 12 years ago, it was not done to code and now there is a problem.  The roof is not attached to the walls, and the original tiles are hard to find.  They are in the process of assessing the situation and the liability.

The Pie Party was a great success, thanks to the 200 pies and guests.

The March minutes were approved.

We thanked Maria La Garra for the article about her great-grandfather, John Spring, one of Tucson’s first teachers.


The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm
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