Minutes from DSNA General Membership Meeting of August 16, 2010

I. Call to Order; Introductions

Treasurer’s Report: No changes this month; $1,860 in account.

II. Announcements

•Check out the Second Saturday events downtown.

•Adult spelling bee at the Sky Bar at 7:00 the second Tuesday of each month.

•Next Saturday, August 20, Big Kahuna festival on 4th Avenue/University area.

•Dunbar/Spring residents can now enroll children at Davis elementary.

•Altercation at Elizabeth Upham’s house in the afternoon last Monday; young man in his early 20s; no one was hurt; charges were pressed.

•Someone was seen a few nights ago squealing and spinning their vehicle tires around the traffic circle at 10th and University, 50-60 times in a row.

III. Neighborhood Reinvestment Grant – Design

•Grant submitted in October 2008 for traffic calming and water harvesting; approved in 2009.

•Neighborhood contact with Pima County: Camy at 243-6672; cjuarez@csd.pima.gov.

•Zelin Canchola is the project manager with the Tucson Department of Transportation and can be reached at 837-6659.

•The engineer is Vince Catalano with Kimley-Horn & Associates and can be reached at 352-8641.

•Process is to have two public meetings to nail down plans before moving forward with the design – this is the second one.

•Reviewed the slight changes to chicane locations because of conflicts with utilities and owners.

•Main and 4th will continue with the same turns allowed now – right turn out, left turn in; this barrier is not what we requested but still designed to slow traffic.

•Can’t fulfill neighborhood’s request to put a sidewalk on 4th by the railroad tracks because it is too close to Union Pacific, thus not a part of this project anymore.

•Traffic circle at 4th and 11th was cut because of TEP access; instead added two chicanes at this location.

•Could still use traffic calming on 4th and 5th Streets – add speed bumps between the chicanes? Add speed table at 5th and 10th?

•If the neighborhood wants more than $5,000 in changes to the original grant proposal, the project will go back to the board of supervisors and be considered a scope change; this process would delay the start of the project by many months.

•Re: Two chicanes in a row on 1st just before 9th and flooding liability issues – design takes into consideration flood plain review.

•Ceramic disks and solar markers will be included on the chicanes so bicyclists can see them at night.

•Chicanes will have rock on edges, basin with raised plantings.

•Neighborhood involvement with the city re: what is planted will be part of the process and neighbors will be able to participate in native plant selection.

•Neighborhood is to tell the project team if we want four-way yields or stops signs at the new traffic circles.

Motion made that all new traffic circles be installed as four-way yields; all in favor with one abstention; motion carried.
•Neighborhood can gather petition signatures to change signage on existing traffic circles, then use money from this project; would need to have signatures gathered within six months; Ian has the information if anyone wants to help make this happen.

•Four-way yield signs on existing traffic circles would be an expense that would count toward the $5,000 in changes allowed to the project.

•More discussion on adding another chicane on 4th; TEP didn’t oppose having chicanes but needs the full intersection for its vehicles. Add speed bump to slow traffic?

•Fire department and sanitation trucks need 22-24 feet to get around traffic circles; size of the circles will depend on the size of street and will be as large as possible.

•Where in town can we see something similar? Palo Verde neighborhood has flush headers.

•Handouts with the size/dimensions of the two styles of chicanes were reviewed; chicane design does not influence or cut into existing curbs; plan is for a depth of 18 inches from the asphalt to the bottom of the basins.

•With the new chicanes, no longer room in some places to park car five feet away from curbcuts; Parkwise is giving more tickets so the engineers/project staff will meet with individual households to address problem areas with new chicane placement.

•May be able to address parking issues through Parkwise and Ward One re: enforcement issues.

•Be sure that it is clear with Parkwise that curbcuts aren’t defined as stormwater curbcuts, only driveways.

Motion made that DSNA writes a letter to Parkwise and Ward One requesting that no one is ticketed within one foot of a driveway (shortened from five feet to one foot) and extend rule to allow two weeks to move vehicles before issuing tickets; all in favor; motion carried.

•Church at northwest corner of 4th and 9th restriped the street that includes a painted chicane; it is not possible to put an actual physical chicane here because it would be too close to the traffic circle and chicane across the street.

•Funding is available through this project to cut curbs at 10 private residences.

•Construction to start in approximately six months and to last 90-120 days.

Motion made to remove the triangle/pork chop at Main and 4th and replace with speed hump next to the chicane east of Alder; all in favor; motion carried.

IV. Neighborhood Services Department
•Neighborhoods allowed two paid mailings between now and June 2011. 

•One in March/April before annual meeting/elections. 

•Suggestion of second newsletter in September/October before fall events (neighborhood tree planting, BICAS art auction, mesquite pancake breakfast, All Souls Procession).

Motion made to produce DSNA newsletter sometime in September outlining fall activities with calendar of upcoming neighborhood meetings, locations, times; all in favor; motion carried.
•Turtle will put fall newsletter together and ask neighborhood listserv for contributions.

•Ask Ian Johnson to create new listserv for neighborhood and advertise it in the newsletter.

V. Speedway Widening Project

•Plan in works to widen Speedway from four to six lanes from Main to west of I-10, including redoing underpass at the railroad tracks.

•Planning will happen over the next three years; construction in five years.
•Federal funding is involved so there will be an Environmental Impact Statement.

•Plan will include 11-foot vehicle lanes, five-foot bike lanes, plus sidewalks.

•Heat island abatement and onsite stormwater harvesting should be within the scope of the project.

•Engineers have a copy of the Building Bridges project to address connectivity between Dunbar/Spring, Barrio Blue Moon, and Barrio Anita.

•Public input appears to be planned at a minimum.

•Safety is an issue and want project to consider extra wide sidewalks that includes bike path.

•No money listed for public art; city/county requests one percent be designated for public art.

Motion made that DSNA contact DOT with a letter requesting one percent allocation for public art and that sidewalks be widened as a multi-use path, also reiterating bullet points of the Building Bridges project (at-grade crossing over Speedway, relink 13th to Speedway, reduce Main to one lane each direction south of Speedway, mitigate onsite stormwater to maximum use possible, native plants, dark sky lighting); all in favor; motion carried.
VI. Committee Reports

•Downtown Links: Behind schedule; entire project being reviewed by RTA for spending too much money on soft costs; trying to move forward with first phase between freeway and Church; phase from 4th Ave to 6th (drainage) has to coincide with trolley system and 4th Ave Street Fair; Andrew Singelakis is gone from TDOT; Tom Fisher is new head of Downtown Links; meetings held every two to three months.

•WAMO: Jim Wilcox came to inform DSNA that Natasha is no longer Dunbar/Spring representative as of October; need someone to serve as new representative and bring back information to DSNA meetings; as of July 1, WAMO took over management of Citizens and Lucky Street; one cleanup held there already; lights turned back on for security; United Way wants to do infrastructure project there; Ward One has money for public art projects; WAMO awarded contract for Toole Shed (blue building, had to purchase building, next to Skrappys) and Steinfeld Warehouse; management company is Peach Properties; BICAS gave $30,000 up front for infrastructure projects (five years’ worth of rent); WAMO has a five-year lease on Citizens and 2-year lease on Lucky Street with renewal options on both.

Motion made that DSNA write letter to TDOT and TPAC re: allocated artists and guaranteed funding for Dunbar/Spring section of Downtown Links when Dunbar/Spring is already the most heavily impacted along the entire corridor and is right now the only neighborhood without artists or a designated public art plan, also reiterate the priority for clear design/access to BICAS throughout the Downtown Links project; all in favor; motion carried.
•One West: No word from anyone with One West or from Ward One.

•DNARC: Karen asked to be provided with updates on any new projects happening in the downtown/Mercado/4th Ave areas; Franklin Docks has proposal from Town West for gated student housing; Ian will be substitute representative in September when commercial developments will be discussed; Michael Keith’s interim contract is until September.

•TEP: No update; they are behind schedule on their application.

•Garden: Holding up okay during the summer; Susan still looking for a new coordinator; four work parties/cleanups will be scheduled prior to the pancake breakfast in November.

•Dunbar Coalition: Delta Sigma Theta sorority talking about opening an art gallery and want to use Dunbar space for monthly meetings; $139,000 is the cost to finish additional rooms in the middle section; lights in garden area still not fixed; question about whether or not the basketball court lights are working.

•Salvation Army: New managers again; they are reprioritizing; haven’t reached fundraising goal; no movement forward yet.

May meeting minutes approved with one abstention.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45.
