Dunbar Spring Neighborhood Association Meeting Minutes for January 25, 2010

Call to order and introductions @ 7:05 pm
Treasurer's report: No change
Announcements:
A fellow neighbor, Deborah, asked if permission was needed in order to add plants to our traffic circles, after a bit of discussion, it was deemed fine, in fact others have already done so.
The Neighborhood Home Tour has been postponed indefinitely.
DISCUSSION:
# 1. David Ollanik and Colin Reilly presented the latest developments about the One West development, SW corner Stone and Speedway. Last actions that took place were approval to move forward by mayor and city council based on criteria outlined in an agreement with DSNA. In contact with a number of people on how to provide the 30- 33% affordable housing units will be maintained in the plan, based on the total number of houses. Originally working with group in Ajo, but because of nature of project as a mixed use they got unfavorable first read with respect to tax credit monies, so they pulled out, so there will be no partnering. One West met a month ago with Regina Romero and Diana Rhoades, who suggested an update to neighborhood on the current situation.
Ollanik said project could go forward almost identically with a phased approach:
One story along 9th Ave, two stories retail/office space on commercial portions along Stone Ave, with ability to build out later as planned as market conditions improve.
Nothing changes in plan except (will still be 6 stories along Stone with commercial and residential parking) for phased approach and elimination of corner properties from plan, due to delay. (Discussion followed on these 2 properties, SE corner 9th and Speedway, held by private owner and torn down, despite objections and efforts made by One West).
Discussion ensued as to the parking (multi story or surface only) and why the limit of one story for the housing along 9th Ave, the response was that it had to do with obtaining funding sources. Plan is for building along 9th Ave to be 3 stories when finished. Construction will be designed so it can be added on. Some units to be for sale and others for rent, will be like condominiums.
Public hearing with zoning committee prior to final PAD approval.
Projected timeline includes PAD (planned area development) within this year (approximately 8 to 10 months) and construction to begin in next 16 months (construction prices at a 20 year all time low) and to take about 6 months.
Steel and concrete for some commercial portions, masonry for 2 bottom floors, wood frame for residential and upper stories. Leed certification is still planned.
Discussion followed on what repercussions the loss of the corner properties will have on plan, in terms of percentage of land lost for residential portions along 9th Ave, and concerning masonry versus wood construction as the prevailing style of the neighborhood and the lack of updated drawings to show what project would look like.
80 % owner occupied is still the plan, Builder remains confident about core development downtown.
Some DSNA members in attendance expressed concerns that the agreements would be adhered to, also that there were no drawings demonstrating the new approach and changes in building configuration. Developer Ollanik was asked to "itemize, quantify and illustrate" in greater detail and he indicated they would remain in touch, provide information and make future presentations.

# 2 TPD:
Lieutenant Kevin Gilooly (837-7512) and Sergeant Brad Pelton (791-5032) attended to respond to concerns about recent crime, rash of break-ins along 11th, 10th and 9th avenues and theft of mail and items on front porches. Concern was expressed on the type of criminal profile. Both officers related that incidents are followed through by different departments (for example if a traffic stop or chase enters DS boundaries). Both officers recommended neighbors watching out for each other's houses and informing either neighbors or police in a timely manner, the beat number to call is 911. Because of our downtown location response is almost immediate. The form of neighborhood policing has changed, so 911 is the number to call for suspicious incidents that need quick attention.
Police cannot keep statistics unless events are reported. Both officers provided their contact numbers (see above). They cannot guarantee attendance at DSNA meetings. A report can also be made online (details in future minutes).

#3. Neighborhood Preservation Zone idea was presented by Ian Johnson, who has or will contact Regina Romero concerning this possibility. He voiced about what kind of housing could be built without any form of neighborhood regulations, and that we could become a target of undesirable development "inappropriate for the neighborhood". Discussion informed previous interest this process and that work had been done by Darren Beal, Corky Poster, and others, but dropped; there is an existing database with goals and objectives that could be resumed. Several people including Vince Pawlowski, said they would be interested in resuming this process. Ian said he would continue investigating what this would entail and what our objective would be in the design of such a preservation zone (mainly avoid unsightly and unwelcome development but not prevent all development of private lots). The main idea behind this would be positive, and pro-actively determine a coherent vision what kind of neighborhood DS wants to be (issues such as "density", although being downtown does imply a certain kind of density). DS is not a city recognized historic neighborhood (which involves design limitations) but a state recognized historic area. This could be worth doing because it is an enforceable set of regulations once preservation zone determination is achieved.

Committee reports:
No updates from Downtown Links, WAMO (things moving slowly because of change in city council), DNARC (Karen not present), Salvation Army.
TEP transmission lines update: looks like TEP appear to be, considering alternate routes (possibly along ADOT land) maybe good news (January meeting has not yet been announced) but plan is not finalized yet. Tucson Weekly had an article exposing the issue. Double poles will remain until Cox and Qwest remove their lines: people in the neighborhood should call them often and ask!
Community Garden: Water turned off at fountains until warmer weather.
Dunbar Coalition: Efforts to raise $200,000 (bond election 2011, possibly). Second floor construction almost finished, elevator is in and key operated, restrooms finished. No golf tournament this year. $1600+ raised from theatre fundraiser (Ain't Misbehavin'). A special thanks to Hester van Heemstra for her efforts in this endeavour. A mail campaign, and Greenfields' school also brought in funds. Dunbar Coalition listed as non-profit agency by Pima county assessor's office. Urban league gala at Tucson El Conquistador March 6 at $125 a ticket. On Feb. 21 & 22 @ 949 2nd street, Declaration of Independence copy from the National Archives on view at AZ Historical Society, extended hours (10 am- 8pm on the 21st and 9 am – 4 pm on the 22nd). Morgan Maxwell announced a black film festival at U of A on Feb 3, 4, 5, 6. For information, call the Hanson Film Institute @ 626-9825.

December's minutes approved.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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