Minutes for DSNA Meeting 10-18-10

PART ONE: Notes from Sky Jacobs; 

A couple notes from the meeting:
*Downtown Links*
Construction on the St. Marys section from Granada to the Freeway will
likely begin in the first half of 2011. Art for our section is still up in
the air (the artist primarily decide where their art goes and Dunbar section
hasn't been chosen yet). It seems that there is some leftover money for
other art that they indicated would likely be used in our neighborhood. We
have info on the pieces of art that are going in all along the "Links" and
will bring the info and images to the Nov. Dunbar meeting.

New renderings show a good bike connection separated from the roadway from
9th Ave. and 6th St. all the way to 4th Ave. area (including up and over
Stone). Native vegetation, recycling of concrete/bricks, and water
harvesting (no permanent irrigation) are planned for the middle stretch. The
contracted design co. (Poster Frost) apparently decided on these alternative
design ideas by themselves. A large map of latest design ideas will be at
the Nov. meeting.

*website: *http://downtownlink s.info/
*contact: *Thomas Fisher, tom.fisher@tucsonaz .gov, 791-5883

*Downtown Entertainment District*
All this designation does is get rid of restrictions on whether certain
places that sell alcohol (bars, restaurants) can exist within a certain
distance of schools and churches (500 feet, maybe?).

Keith Bagwell, executive assistant to Richard Elias stayed for our whole
meeting, keith.bagwell@ pima.gov
Diana Rhodes from Ward 1 was also present.

Thanks to all who attended.

PART TWO: Lisa Scoblink's accompaniments. 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm

DOWNTOWN LINKS:
The Downtown Links representatives, Tom Fisher (TDOT), and Heidi Schneider ((HDR Inc.) discussed the 4 phases of the project. Phases one and two (1-St. Mary's / Granada/ Freeway and 2-8thSt Drainage) will begin about the same time in early 2011. Phase three will be the 6th St/Stone underpass (CAC Meeting Nov. 8 at the U of A USA bldg @ 5:00), at which time the "whistle-free zone" should take effect. Phase four will be the downtown/Broadway connection.
Art installation for the first phase near Davis School will "Living Lenses", an illuminated clock imbedded in the sidewalk with an interactive portion that includes a beacon of light transmitted from "A" Mountain.
Designs for the other projected Art projects were passed around and collected by Sky. Attend our next meeting November 15th to view them.
Tom Fisher also discussed the temporary bike "improvement", a "safety island" planned at the tracks/RR crossing at 9th Ave & 6th St. This "Quic Curb" will consist of either a raised platform with 2 openings for bikes & pedestrians, or a more substantial platform with one pass-through. The intention is to deter all vehicular left turns, thereby protecting peds & bikes.

URBAN OVERLAY DISTRCT:
The details of the Urban Overlay District is purported to be part of a plan to make certain areas on the map, to be viewed at our next meeting, "more residential" by re-zoning. Our south/east portion of Dunbar Spring is in the " Warehouse-Toole" district.
There is also a review on the parking situations present in our older neighborhoods, building height evaluation, protection of historic areas, and a street-scaping (to prevent "mish-mash") aspect of this plan. 

DOWNTOWN ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT:
Diana Rhoades spoke to the changes made by City Council to lessen restrictions on liquor licenses in the downtown area on a case by case basis. This is partially due to the recent addition to charter schools, and will affect very few properties. Diana assures us that this will not open the door to liquor stores and the like.

Keith Bagwell, Richard Elias' assistant (contact info above), will be our liaison to the Pima County Supervisor.

WAMO:
Our neighborhood has an outstanding opening for a new representative to attend, represent and keep us updated on the Warehouse Arts Management Organization news.

DNARC:
There is also a representative seat open for this committee. Please contact Karen Green at kgreene5050@yahoo.com, or attend the next meeting on Monday, Nov. 1 at 5:30 at Parkwise on Pennington.
Karen also brought up the upcoming Broadway Corridor Plan (from a 1987 plan) to widen Broadway from Euclid to Country Club to 8 lanes. Many affected neighborhoods are uniting against this.

GARDEN:
November 6th from 9:am -12:00 PM IS THE ANNUAL Mesquite Milling & Pancake Breakfast!!!!!!
Lorraine Stockdale inquired as to the artists involved in the original mural at the garden/playground that had been defaced with graffiti. She would like to "repair" it. The OK was given as this had been done many years ago (about 12-13 years) as a summer neighborhood youth project.

The Tree Planting applications were included in the fall Newsletter.

Minutes for the August 16, 2010 minutes were approved.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm
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